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INTRODUCTION AND CONTEXT FOR GREEN INFRASTRUCTURE
Land Use Consultants was appointed by St Edmundsbury Borough 
Council (SEBC) in April 2009 to prepare a Green  Infrastructure 
(GI) Strategy for the borough.  The GI Strategy enables bold and 
imaginative consideration of GI in the borough, in response to 
proposed future growth primarily at Bury St. Edmunds and Haverhill, 
as well as key service centres.  The Strategy will enhance existing 
GI and connections and provide a holistic consideration of GI 
defi ciency, and likely future need in light of the growth within the 
borough, to inform priorities for new GI and the Local Development 
Framework.  

DEFINITION OF GREEN INFRASTRUCTURE

GI is defi ned in Planning Policy Statement 12 (PPS12): Local Spatial 
Planning as follows:

‘Green Infrastructure is a network of multi functional green space, both 
new and existing, both rural and urban, which supports the natural and 
ecological processes and is integral to the health and quality of life of 
sustainable communities’.

GI considers both public and private assets.  GI can be considered 
in a spatial dimension, in the context of links/corridors and at a 
conceptual/thematic level e.g. sustainable living as individual elements 
within sites such as trees and their contribution to shading and cooling, 
and as part of wildlife corridors.  The multi functional character of 
GI means that it considers cultural landscape and ecological assets/
habitats along with concepts such as sustainable water and resource 
management and use of river corridors and fl oodplains for amenity 
green space, and biodiversity.

GI can provide a range of environmental, social and economic 

functions, and positive health benefi ts.  The Town and Country 
Planning Association’s ‘Biodiversity by Design’ Guide  outlines the 
purpose of GI as follows:

‘Green infrastructure should provide for multi functional uses i.e. wildlife, 
recreational and cultural experience, as well as delivering ecological services, 
such as fl ood protection and microclimate control. It should also operate at 
all spatial scales from urban centres through to open countryside’.
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WHY GI?

Increasing development pressure within the borough, particularly 
around Bury St Edmunds and Haverhill, is likely to have signifi cant 
implications for the area’s landscape and environmental assets and 
also highlights the need to achieve sustainable development with a 
clear sense of place within the borough.  The production of a Green 
Infrastructure Strategy is therefore a timely exercise which aims 
to respond to these pressures and to capitalise on any associated 
opportunities for environmental enhancement.

The Green Infrastructure Strategy for St Edmundsbury forms part 
of the evidence base for the Local Development Framework.  It 
provides an analysis of existing green infrastructure provision in 
the context of future growth and sets out a ‘greenprint’ (protection 
and enhancement of existing green infrastructure and the provision 
of new green infrastructure in advance of, and alongside, future 
development) for new and enhanced existing green infrastructure.  
It will be used to support the delivery of spatial options within the 
Local Development Framework.

STRUCTURE OF THIS SUMMARY

The following sections set out information in relation to:

• Existing environmental character and green infrastructure   
 opportunities;

• Functional and spatial need and demand for green    
 infrastructure;

• The green infrastructure vision and proposed green   

 infrastructure network and projects, to respond to the   
 opportunities and need and demand analysis.
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EXISTING ENVIRONMENTAL CHARACTER
Analysis of evidence on open space, access links, biodiversity,  place 
and character and cultural heritage enables understanding of 
environmental character.   Key messages, in terms of pointers for 
green infrastructure in relation to these subject areas, are set out 
below.

OPEN SPACE

Analysis of open space data and the Open Space Audit revealed the 
following:

• Perceived defi ciency in provision for children and young   
 peoples’ groups, e.g. in terms of sports provision (tennis)   
 and opportunities for cycling.  Particular needs for the   
 early teenage group are often perceived as neglected,   
 and there is the need for a better age ‘hierarchy’ of play and  
 recreational provision in this respect;

• Outside of the main towns there is also a lack of closely   
 accessible formal recreational provision, being largely   
 concerned with ‘countryside’ pursuits such as shooting and  
 fi shing;

• Allotment provision is variable across the borough.  There   
 are some 200 individual sites mainly in Bury St Edmunds,   
 but there is a long waiting list.  Allotment provision is   
 sporadic in the villages, with some sites under used;

• At the  local level there is a defi ciency in semi natural green  
 space in the northern part of Bury St Edmunds.  In its   
 recommendations the 2005 Open Space audit suggested   
 potential for a new park to the north of the town to meet   

 this defi ciency;

• The council currently owns some 335 ha of open space   
 and 30 ha of woodland.  Management needs and costs are   
 an issue, with the Open Space Audit having suggested the   
 imposition of a potential commuted sum/tariff payable   
 on new developments, to take account of capital and   
 ongoing revenue costs;

• Priorities for green infrastructure are in terms of linkages   
 and enhancing connections, or in terms of different    
 management regimes to better fulfi l a wider range of   
 environmental functions, with targeted creation of    
 new green space in areas of defi ciency or need;

• The southern part of Haverhill is a centre of deprivation   
 and the 9th most deprived ward in Suffolk.  There is    
 generally a defi ciency of open space provision here.
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EXISTING ENVIRONMENTAL CHARACTER
ACCESS LINKS

The Open Space Audit shows that the reasonably extensive rights of 
way network is generally well used.  Particular points and potential 
opportunities relate to:

• Some localised areas of defi ciency e.g. in some areas to the  
 north and west of Bury St Edmunds, as on the map overleaf;

• Need for a better and more consistent level of maintenance  
 and signage;

• A connected network, with better integration e.g. in relation  
 to road crossings and across farmland;

• Beyond the Sustrans routes, provision for cyclists is sparse.   
 There is the opportunity for improved ‘shared use’    
 provision for a range of other users such as     
 horse riders and cyclists;

• There is an opportunity for greater community involvement  
 in public rights of way (PROW) management;

• In addition Environmental Stewardship schemes offer   
 the opportunity for enhanced access on and across   
 farmland, particularly in the northern part of the borough.
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EXISTING ENVIRONMENTAL CHARACTER 
BIODIVERSITY

Whilst there is a rich biodiversity resource associated with the 
landscape of the Brecks and the river valleys which cross the borough, 
particular points and potential opportunities relate to: 

• The distribution of BAP Priority habitats as indicated by   
 Natural England’s GIS inventories which is highly fragmented  
 across the borough;

• The need to enhance and create wetland habitats, heathland  
 mosaic, wood pasture, and woodland within the Brecks and  
 across the county border, as indicated by the Ecological   
 Network Mapping Project;

• The need to enhance woodland connectivity, as indicated by  
 the Ecological Network Mapping Project. 
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PLACE AND CHARACTER

The varied landscape character of the borough provides both 
the context and setting for change, and the template for green 
infrastructure. 

In relation to St Edmundsbury’s local-level landscape character types, 
particular points and potential opportunities, as set out in the Suffolk 
Landscape Character Assessment (2008), are as follows:

Undulating Ancient Farmlands (15)

• Conserve and enhance the network of mature hedgerows   
 which defi ne areas of ancient enclosure;

• Conserve, enhance and extend the network of ancient   
 woodland, connecting existing isolated blocks;

• Conserve historic greens and restore former greens   
 associated with smaller villages through appropriate   
 management and, where appropriate, suitable planting;

• Restore and enhance access to the medieval deer parks   
 around Hundon;

• Restore historic fi eld patterns especially larger open areas   
 around former airfi elds. 

Undulating Estate Farmlands (16)

• Restore remnant hedgerows and ancient fi eld patterns,   
 particularly around southern parts e.g. Clare, where   

 intensive farming is present;

• Conserve and enhance areas of historic parkland and   
 facilitate access where appropriate;

• Consider opportunities to enhance access to parks such as  
 Ickworth and Nowton;

• Enhance the setting south of Bury St. Edmunds and north   
 and south of Haverhill. 

Plateau Estate Farmlands (6)

• Restore heathland and common land north and east of Bury  
 St Edmunds (Blackthorpe Heath, Conyers Green, Pakenham  
 Heath, Troston Common, Ixworth Heath, Thurston Heath   
 etc);

• Buffer and mitigate the impact of the A14 trunk road with   
 appropriate landscape enhancements;

• Management of 18th, 19th and 20th Century Landscape   
 Parks;

• Enhance setting to the north and east of Bury St. Edmunds   
 and conserve key views into and out of the town.
 

EXISTING ENVIRONMENTAL CHARACTER
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Estate Sandlands (3)

• Restore and enhance heathland and acid grassland that is   
 distinctive of the Brecks;

• Improve access to the River Lark, Black Bourn and Little   
 Ouse river valleys;

• Enhance access and associated management of Thetford/  
 King’s Forest.

Ancient Plateau Claylands (1)

• Conserve and enhance the network of rural lanes, rights of  
 way and medieval greens and commons;

• Enhance the ancient enclosure fi eld pattern throughout the  
 landscape;
• Improve access to the network of small river valleys;
• Conserve, enhance and connect isolated ancient woodlands. 
 

Rolling Valley Farmlands and Furze (12)

• Improve connectivity of valley side vegetation with clayland  
 and farmland landscapes away from the valley sides,    
 particularly through hedgerow restoration;
• Enhance remnant heaths, which are dominated by poor dry  
 grassland and gorse or furze;
• Improved access to the Little Ouse and Black Bourn river   
 valleys. 

EXISTING ENVIRONMENTAL CHARACTER 
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EXISTING ENVIRONMENTAL CHARACTER 
CULTURAL HERITAGE

General points in relation to cultural heritage include a lack of general 
awareness of important historic sites (need for interpretation) and 
a need for improved connectivity in terms of pedestrian/green 
transport links between cultural sites.  Specifi c opportunities are as 
follows:

• Opportunity to connect Romanic and medieval sites along   
 the Lark river valley. References to sites through excavation  
 and restoration where appropriate;

• Conserve the setting of Ickworth Park primarily from the   
 western settlement edge of Bury St Edmunds.  Opportunity  
 to enhance this green gap with new access between the   
 park and town along the River Linnet;

• Improve access and enhance the landscape setting to the   
 River Lark particularly between the Grade 11 listed   
 Culford Park, although the park itself is in private    
 ownership with no access, other than the public    
 footpath which crosses it and the wildlife reserve    
 and Country Park at Lackford Lakes; 

• Opportunity for improved access and interpretation   
 surrounding the mill/fi sh ponds associated with Abbey   
 Gardens; 

• Connect to cultural assets/links identifi ed in Thetford GI   
 Study (i.e. Euston with Shadwell Park);

• New public footpaths/cycle routes could be formed with   

 cultural sites as destination points with opportunities   
 for interpretation and education.  Many Scheduled    
 monument sites are located on private land so    
 access agreements would need to be sought    
 with landowners;

• Create and enhance shared green links for pedestrians,   
 cyclists, horse riders along the course of historic Roman   
 roads providing reference to their cultural signifi cance with  
 interpretation  materials;

• Restore elements of the cultural landscape such as pine   
 lines and heathland with new planting and re creation to   
 create a clear identity and sense of place for the borough.
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NEED AND DEMAND FOR GREEN INFRASTRUCTURE IN ST EDMUNDSBURY BOROUGH
An analysis was undertaken of need and demand for green 
infrastructure to take account of growth within the borough to 
2031.  This considered green infrastructure from human perspectives 
(e.g. national and local standards set in respect of accessible natural 
green space) and spatial priorities for green infrastructure in respect 
of social deprivation, but also in terms of environmental functions 
(sustainable water resource and fl ood risk management, in response 
to climate change; and enhancing biodiversity through creation of 
wetland habitats, heathland mosaic, wood pasture, and woodland to 
meet regional and local BAP targets). 

The need and demand analysis was organised under the following 
themes:

• Sustainable Resource Management;
• Socio-Economic;
• The Growth Agenda;
• Accessible green space defi ciency.

Key fi ndings are set out below.

SUSTAINABLE RESOURCE MANAGEMENT

The Strategic Flood Risk Assessment (SFRA) identifi es GI as a key 
opportunity to provide strategic surface and fl uvial water management 
measures to assist in reducing the levels of fl ood risk across the 
catchment.  Specifi c opportunities include:

• Strategic fl ood risk mitigation at the Meldham Washlands,   
 north of Haverhill;

• Rivers Lark and Linnet corridors to the north, south and   

 west of Bury St Edmunds provide key opportunities for GI;

• The SFRA advises the borough to avoid any development   
 in areas within Flood Zone 2 and 3.  These areas are   
 promoted as ideal green infrastructure sites and particularly  
 if any development is considered;

• Surface water management where development is proposed  
 is critical e.g. at Bury St Edmunds (targeted for residential   
 development) and Haverhill and east of Stanton (targeted   
 for employment development – Shepherd’s Grove Industrial  
 Area);

• Signifi cant opportunities exist to improve water quality and  
 achieve environmental enhancements through    
 various ongoing and future strategic urban and rural   
 initiatives in conjunction with the future growth plans,   
 including sustainable drainage systems, and     
 catchment sensitive farming;

• Prevention of polluted runoff, such as runoff from highways  
 or agricultural sites, through the use of oil interceptors;

• Expansion of fl oodplain and riparian woodland to aid   
 downstream fl ood control, particularly on land that may be  
 unsuitable for agricultural production due to winter   
 fl ooding;

• Incorporation of Sustainable Drainage Systems (SuDS) as an  
 integral part of new development;

• Restoration/creation of orchards, allotments and community  



16

 gardens in Haverhill, raised during the stakeholder    
 consultation on 18th May 2009;

• Inclusion of areas for local food production, in particular   
 close to existing or planned residential areas;

• Opportunities to enhance woodland planting and    
 management for fuel production.  Woodland planting would  
 also provide a benefi t for fl ood management.

NEED AND DEMAND
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NEED AND DEMAND
SOCIO ECONOMIC

• St Edmundsbury is an affl uent area with few pockets of   
 deprivation.  The key factors to consider when planning   
 the GI network will be to enhance existing environmental   
 assets and strengthen opportunities  for safe, well-designed  
 and accessible green space for a variety of users such as   
 pedestrians and cyclists with different needs, e.g. 65+ age   
 group concentrations.  This will be particularly important in  
 the two urban centres, where deprivation is greatest;

• In Haverhill, it will be important to ensure that provision is   
 made for a wide variety of social groups and their    
 needs within the GI network – natural play (outdoor   
 classroom, healthy living, access to nature), and recreational  
 facilities for young teenage/adolescent groups.

THE GROWTH AGENDA

• The population growth in St Edmundsbury will put    
 increased pressure on several sectors, which can be   
 addressed by GI:

• Increased pressure on sewage and water resources can be   
 mitigated in part by the use of water attenuation and   
 sustainable drainage systems;

• Increased pressure on the road and transport network can  
 be mitigated by the provision of walking and cycling routes   
 that link to transport hubs, service centres, and recreational  
 assets;

• Increased pressure on formal and informal recreational   
 facilities can be mitigated by the provision of improved and  
 new green spaces, including linear routes;

• Increased pressure on health resources can be mitigated in  
 part by the provision of walking and cycling routes,    
 and accessible green spaces, as above.
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ACCESSIBLE GREEN SPACE DEFICIENCY

This was considered in relation to Natural England’s Accessible 
Natural Green Space (ANGSt) standards, and local standards for 
open space provision, in the borough Open Space Audit.  The table 
below summarises GI defi ciency in terms of ANGSt standards.

Summary of Green Infrastructure Defi ciency (ANGSt 
hierarchy)

GI Tier Key sites Summary of defi ciency
Sub-regional*
(over 500 ha)

The King’s Forest, 
which lies along the 
western borough 
boundary to Forest 
Heath. 

North western parts of the 
borough have adequate provision, 
but eastern and particularly 
southern parts are defi cient. 

County 
(100-500 ha)

• Knettishall Heath 
Country Park
• Lackford Lakes 
Redgrave and Lopham 
Fen (within Breckland 
District)

St Edmundsbury is largely defi cient 
in access to sites between 
100-500ha, with the exception 
of areas along the northern and 
north western boundary.

District 
(20-100 ha)

Bury St Edmunds 
• Hardwick heath
• Nowton Park
• Holywater 
meadows
• Abbey Gardens 
Elsewhere
• Bradfi eld Woods
• Lackford Lakes
• Upper Common 
(Clare)
• West Stow Country 
Park
• Market Weston Fen
• Grove Farm (within 
Thurston Parish, 
0.8km from borough 
boundary)

Bury St Edmunds and Clare 
village have good district scale 
provision of GI.  The borough is 
largely defi cient in sites between 
20-100ha, including Haverhill.

Neighbourhood 
(2-20 ha)

Haverhill 
• Meldham Washland
• Puddle Brook 
Playing Fields
• East Town Country 
Park
Elsewhere
• Micklemere, 
Pakenham
• Hopton Fen
• Thelnetham Fen

Bury St Edmunds, Haverhill and 
the villages of Stanton, Ixworth 
and particularly Clare have good 
provision of sites or habitats 
between 2-20ha.  However 
Bury St Edmunds and Haverhill 
have some localised defi ciencies 
(central and northern Bury 
St Edmunds; and southern 
Haverhill).

*  Sub-regional sites 10km outside the study area have been included in the 
assessment, including Thetford Forest and West Harling Heath. 
** Name attribute data is not available for most small green spaces. 

NEED AND DEMAND
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ACCESSIBLE NATURAL GREEN SPACE DEFICIENCY
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Green space needs to 2021

Based on the proposed increase of 15,331 people in Bury St Edmunds 
and Haverhill to 2021, and quantitative standards in the Open Space 
Audit (3.12ha / 1000 population), at least 24ha of new accessible 
open space will need to be created in Bury St Edmunds and 16ha 
in Haverhill.  A key issue will be to ensure that any new urban 
extensions are well provided for both in terms of linkages to this 
green infrastructure and the provision of high-quality, neighbourhood 
scale open spaces.

Green space needs to 2031

Allowing for further 5400 homes to 2021, this would mean an 
additional 12,258 residents.  Applying the existing quantitative 
standard of 3.12ha / 1000 population, would equate to 19ha of 
additional new accessible open space for Bury St Edmunds to 2031, 
and 13ha in Haverhill.

NEED AND DEMAND

Ensure good links between existing and new green infrastructure
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GREEN INFRASTRUCTURE VISION
The 20-30 year VISION for the Green Infrastructure of St 
Edmundsbury is:

A borough which recognises, understands and celebrates its rich landscape 
of woodland, parkland and rolling farmland incised by river valleys and 
waterways, its distinctive Brecks heritage with its internationally and 
nationally important habitats and species, its wealth of historic features, 
high quality built character and enhanced network of paths and open 
spaces.  St. Edmundsbury provides a unique place for people to live, work 
and enjoy.  The GI network allows access to nature, wildlife to thrive, culture 
and communities to fl ourish and adaptation to climate change for people, 
habitats and wildlife species.  

A borough where the integrated Green Infrastructure network contributes 
to a high quality of life.  GI assets (new and existing) provide a catalyst for 
reinvigoration and sustainable growth of market towns and local centres, 
creating a strong sense of place, attracting inward investment promoting 
sustainable travel, supporting the local economy, protecting sensitive habitats 
and conserving and enhancing local variations in landscape character. 

A place where all residents have good access to high quality green 
places close to residential / urban areas, accessed via a hierarchy of 
multifunctional green corridors, which provide sustainable links through the 
towns and villages.  The green corridors provide multifunctional routes for 
commuting, informal recreation, connectivity and movement of wildlife, and 
understanding the cultural, social, historical and natural sense of place of St. 
Edmundsbury.  Existing GI assets are enhanced and provide a template for 
new places and spaces; all are of high quality and managed sustainably.

In Bury St Edmunds, the GI network in and around the town recognises 
its distinct medieval street pattern, built character, views out of the historic 
town core (such as from Abbeygate Street to Moreton Hall) and open 

spaces which provide a setting for the historic core, in addition to the 
river valley setting at the confl uence of Lark and Linnet.  Valley landscapes 
are protected, conserved and enhanced.  The rivers and waterfronts are 
improved and accessible providing a green corridor for movement of people 
and wildlife.  Routes link to high quality green spaces providing a focus for 
activities and relaxation for all ages and users.  New community parkland 
will use the existing high quality GI as model to deliver and improve access, 
recreation and biodiversity to existing and new communities.  Sustainable 
drainage systems (SuDS) are integrated with development and new green 
space contributes to the creation of buffers between towns and surrounding 
villages, maintaining and enhancing landscape setting. 

In Haverhill, the river valley and disused railway will provide a focus for 
the GI network, building a strong sense of place and identity for the town. 
The streetscapes and green spaces will have a unifi ed management 
strategy, providing an attractive, safe, pedestrian/cycle friendly place to 
live and visit.  Sustainable drainage systems will play a key role in new 
developments.  Integral to new development will be a variety of well-
maintained multifunctional green spaces, accessed via wide streets lined 
by large canopy trees and footpaths.  

The vision for St. Edmundsbury GI will be implemented in conjunction with 
future growth over the next 20 years, through a phased, pragmatic and 
realistic delivery plan.
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A series of ‘action zones’ have been defi ned to focus green 
infrastructure planning within the borough.  These are based on 
character and opportunities for functional links.  They form the 
framework for a series of potential green infrastructure projects.  The 
action zones and component projects are identifi ed on the proposed 
green infrastructure network map, with more detailed consideration 
also given to green infrastructure opportunities in Bury St Edmunds 
and Haverhill. 

The action zones are:

 A: Black Bourn and Little Ouse Headwaters
 B: Brecks
 C: River Valleys
 D: Bury St Edmunds
 E: Haverhill
 F: Historic Parkland and Woodland
 G: Ancient Farmland

The visions below encapsulate the GI objectives for each zone within 
the borough.  They set out the existing GI assets to be protected and 
managed, and opportunities for new GI.  They provide the overview 
for a detailed delivery plan in the main GI Strategy. 

GREEN INFRASTRUCTURE ACTION ZONES AND VISIONS
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ACTION ZONE A:  BLACK BOURN AND LITTLE OUSE HEADWATERS
VISION:

The headwaters and tributaries of the Black Bourn and Little Ouse 
form a functional wetland system in line with the National Vision for 
Wetlands.  A mosaic of wetland habitats occurs along the natural 
river channels and extends up the minor tributaries.  A mix of wet 
woodland and fl oodplain grazing marsh, meadow and fen fringes the 
Black Bourn extending the fen habitat at Weston.  Wet grassland and 
dry heath extend along the Little Ouse connecting the heathland 
at Knettishall.  Landscape and habitat enhancements beyond the 
valleys include new broad-leaved woodland planting to enhance the 
setting of landscape parks, as at Euston Park and link and connect 
fragmented woodland sites such as at Fakenham Magna and Great 
Grove, and the small blocks of woodland south of Stanton forming 
woodland corridors through the landscape.  Heathland restoration 
and extension of existing/former heath create a mosaic of woodland 
heath and arable land on the plateau land between the valleys.  

The Icknield Way Path and Peddars Way long distance routes and 
the Angles Way along the Little Ouse River are complemented by 
new multi functional routes along the river valleys.  These include the 
Black Bourn Valley Green Corridor and Little Ouse Green Corridor, 
which connect existing and new GI sites and are integrated with the 
local rights of way network, enhancing accessibility though the area.  
Local level links serve the expanded key service centre at Ixworth 
and Stanton.  A cycle route (local link) connects Bury St Edmunds 
to the Norfolk Cycleway.  Small local level green spaces meet local 
recreational needs and enhance the setting of the settlements.   
South of Stanton ‘The Grundle’ a small ephemeral watercourse is 
conserved and enhanced as a reserve providing green infrastructure 
to deliver fl ood control, biodiversity and access benefi ts to meet 
green space defi ciencies in this new key service centre.

Potential component GI projects

• A.1: Enhancement of the Headwaters landscape character;
• A.2: Stanton Woodland Enhancement Corridor;
• A.4: Market Weston Fen Nature Reserve.
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ACTION ZONE B:  BRECKS
VISION:

The internationally important heathland, farmland and forest of 
the Brecks is conserved, enhanced and restored for its landscape 
and biodiversity interest, as well as its access functions creating 
a landscape mosaic of heath, forest and farmland.  Restoration of 
heathland extends and connects existing sites and smaller isolated 
sites and links to wider heathland initiatives in the Brecks.  Pine lines 
are conserved and enhanced and used as movement corridors where 
appropriate to facilitate access to nature.

Existing GI sites and places at The King’s Forest and West Stow 
Country Park are conserved and enhanced and managed sustainably 
for visitor and recreational use.  Facilities for visitors are improved at 
more robust sites such as Lackford Lakes and West Stow; such sites 
interpret and facilitate understanding of more sensitive habitats and 
places of the Brecks.  

Key routes include the Icknield Way which is connected and 
enhanced with local level links to villages, key cultural assets and 
biodiversity sites.  These, in turn, connect with the routes and GI of 
the intervening River Valleys (River Lark and Black Bourn) and places 
of interest/accessible sites such as Livermere Park.  Bury St. Edmunds 
has a multi functional link to the Brecks via the new Thetford – Stour 
Valley Green Corridor and cycle route (local link) between Bury St 
Edmunds and the Norfolk Cycleway.  

Potential component GI projects

• B.1: Improved visitor management within existing sites and   
 destinations;
• B.2: Targeted creation of additional habitats;

• B.3: Conserve and restore Scots Pine shelterbelts
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ACTION ZONE C:  RIVER VALLEYS
VISION:

The small river valleys, which are so characteristic of St. Edmundsbury, 
are functioning wetland systems with natural river courses 
bordered by a mosaic of wetland vegetation and habitats, providing 
opportunities for adaptation to climate change.  Their cultural 
heritage of archaeological sites and parks and gardens is understood 
and managed, and assets are enjoyed via multi functional access links 
along the valley corridors.  The valleys provide a focus for landscape 
and habitat enhancement, which extend to the valley sides and 
surrounding farmland.  The river valleys provide an important conduit 
for the movement of people and wildlife, and a valuable setting to the 
towns and villages of St Edmundsbury.  

Potential component GI projects

• C.1: Improvements to the existing Lark Valley Path;
• C.2: Accessible riverside to the Linnet Valley, between Bury  
 St Edmunds and Ickworth Park;
• C.3: Extension of Lackford Lakes Nature Reserve;
• C.4: Improved signage to riverside paths;
• C.5: River channel habitat restoration and enhancement;
• C.6: Enhancement of existing Scots Pine lines and    
 restoration of hedgerows /designed landscape;
• C.7: Little Ouse River Corridor enhancement;
• C.8: Black Bourn Valley enhancements;
• C.9: Stour and Stour Brook Valleys corridor enhancements;
• C.10: Alleviation of fl ooding on land adjacent to the A1092;
• C.11: River Glem Valley corridor enhancements.

Visions for specifi c valley landscapes

Lark and Linnet Valleys

In line with neighbouring GI strategies (Cambridgeshire, Thetford 
and Forest Heath), the vision will be to enhance landscape character, 
access, habitat provision and cultural features along the River Lark and 
Linnet valleys to improve wildlife diversity and provide an important 
north-south conduit for the movement of wildlife and people via 
existing routes (St Edmund Way) between West Stow Country Park, 
Lackford Lakes, Bury St Edmunds and Ickworth Park.  The proposed 
Thetford – Stour Valley Green Corridor will be a key multifunctional 
route in this zone.  

Key assets to be conserved and enhanced include Lackford Lakes, 
West Stow Country Park, West Stow Heath, the Reptonian landscape 
of Culford Park, Hengrave Hall (although private with no public 
access), Bury St Edmunds Abbey Gardens and precinct, Holywater 
Meadows, Nowton Park, Ickworth Park and the British Sugar site 
at Bury St Edmunds (long term restoration of the residue beds and 
lagoons is a possibility).    
    
Little Ouse Valley

In line with the Little Ouse Headwaters Project and Thetford GI Study, 
the vision is for enhanced landscape character, access and habitat 
provision along the Little Ouse Valley to improve wildlife diversity 
and provide an important east-west conduit for the movement of 
wildlife and people via existing routes (Angles Way and Icknield Way) 
between Barnham Camp and Thelnetham Fen, with access extended 
along a new Little Ouse Green Corridor.

Key assets to be conserved and enhanced include Euston Park, 
Barnham Heath, Knettishall Heath Country Park, Hopton Fen and 
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ACTION ZONE C:  RIVER VALLEYS
Thelnetham Fen.

Black Bourn Valley

Enhanced landscape character, access and habitat provision along the 
Black Bourn valley to provide an important north-south conduit for 
the movement of wildlife and people via the proposed Black Bourn 
Valley Green Corridor and provide multifunctional access links to 
new Key Service Centres at Ixworth and Stanton.  

The valley provides a wetland corridor of fl oodplain grazing marsh 
and fen at Pakenham Fen, Sapiston and Honington, with areas of wet 
woodland and carr woodland where it meets the Little Ouse.  

Stour and Stour Brook

A conserved and enhanced landscape character, refl ecting the 
aspirations of the Dedham Vale and Stour Valley Projects.  Access, 
habitat provision and fl ood management along the River Stour valley 
provide an important east-west conduit for the movement of wildlife 
and people, improving recreation, amenity and education value for 
the residents and visitors alike, and safeguarding against fl ooding.  The 
Stour Valley Path and the proposed Stour Brook and Thetford to 
Stour Valley Green Corridors will be key multifunctional routes in 
this zone, linking Haverhill to its river valley setting.  

Key assets to be conserved and enhanced include East Town Park in 
Haverhill, West Town Park, Railway Walk, Clare Priory, Clare Castle 
Country Park, the Stour Valley Path and Trundley and Wadgell’s 
Woods. 

River Glem Valley

Enhanced landscape character, access and habitat provision along the 
River Glem Valley, provides an important east-west conduit for the 
movement of people and wildlife via the proposed Thetford to Stour 
Valley Green Corridor. 
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ACTION ZONE D: BURY ST. EDMUNDS
VISION:

In Bury St Edmunds, the GI network in and around the town enhances 
its distinct medieval street pattern (in line with the Bury St Edmunds 
Streetscape Strategy), built character and river valley setting at 
the confl uence of Lark and Linnet.  The rivers and waterfronts are 
improved and accessible providing a green corridor for movement of 
people and wildlife, and for SuDS.  GI routes connect within the town 
providing a sustainable access network and link to existing green 
spaces – Nowton Country Park,  Abbey Gardens and Ickworth Park, 
which are conserved and enhanced.  New community parkland will 
use the existing high quality GI as a model to deliver and improve 
access, recreation and biodiversity.  Green infrastructure in Bury St. 
Edmunds provides a focus for activities and relaxation for all ages and 
users.  The Lark Valley Path and the proposed Thetford to Stour Valley 
Green Corridor,  the St Edmund Way to Bradfi eld Woods Green 
Corridor and the Bury St Edmunds Circular Green Corridor (local 
link) will be key multifunctional routes in and around the town.  

New development provides strategic green space and corridors, in 
addition to advance landscape works to provide landscape and visual 
mitigation.  Green space contributes to maintaining the distinctiveness 
and separate identity of the surrounding villages.

Potential component GI projects

• D.1: A community parkland for Bury St Edmunds;
• D.2: Bury St Edmunds local green link (radial route);
• D.3: Historic Breckland restoration of landscape structure   
 to urban fringe of Bury St Edmunds;
• D.4: Access to the Brecks from the northern settlement   
 edge of Bury St Edmunds;

• D.5: Creation of gateways to and from Bury St Edmunds;
• D.6:  Woodland planting to the A14;
• D.7:  Wetland green space corridor to the Lark,.

Bury St Edmunds;

• D.8: Advance planting in relation to development;
• D.9: Planning and management guidance for SuDS;
• D.10: Great Barton Country Park;
• D.11: No Man’s Meadow fl ood attenuation and SuDS.
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ACTION ZONE E: HAVERHILL
VISION: 

In Haverhill,  the river valley and disused railway provide a focus for the 
GI network, building a strong sense of place and identity for the town 
and linking it to its river valley setting.  The streetscapes and green 
spaces have a unifi ed management strategy, providing an attractive, 
safe, pedestrian/cycle friendly place to live and visit.  Sustainable 
drainage systems will play a key role in new developments.  Housing 
developments are integrated with a variety of well-maintained 
multifunctional green spaces and accessed via wide streets lined 
by large canopy trees and footpaths.  The Stour Valley Path and the 
proposed Stour Brook Green Corridor are key multifunctional routes 
in and around the town.  New green space provides a resource for 
existing and new communities and responds to place and the river 
valley setting, notably opportunities for fl ood management.

New development provides strategic green space and corridors, in 
addition to advance landscape works to provide landscape and visual 
mitigation.  Green space contributes to maintaining the distinctiveness 
and separate identity of the surrounding villages.
 

Potential component GI projects

• E.1: Meldham Washlands Green Space;
• E.2: Gateways to and from Haverhill;
• E.3: Green corridors to the north of Haverhill;
• E.4: Enhanced woodland planting to the A1017 Bypass;
• E.5: A community parkland for Haverhill;
• E.6: Streetscape and signage strategy for Haverhill;
• E.7: Advance planting in relation to development.
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ACTION ZONE F: HISTORIC PARKLAND AND WOODLAND
VISION: 

An area of strong estate parkland character and network of 
managed woodland, which provides an historic setting to Bury St 
Edmunds.  Assets include Ickworth Park,  Saxham Hall, Nowton Park 
and Bradfi eld Woods.  The fi eld boundary network is restored and 
woodlands created to form woodland corridors, which connect and 
link existing clusters of ancient woodland and facilitate access to 
existing sites such as Bradfi eld Woods.  Existing rights of way are 
maintained to a high quality and linkages are improved with new 
connections to the Lark and Linnet river valley corridors and into 
the centres of population at Bury St. Edmunds and villages, including 
the Key Service Centre at Barrow.  The new circular Bury St Edmunds 
Green Corridor provides an access hub into this zone.  The Thetford 
to Stour Valley Green Corridor is a key multifunctional route, as 
is the woodland corridor link to Bradfi eld Woods.  The on-road 
Sustrans route 51 provides a cycle link between Bury St Edmunds 
and Cambridge.  

Potential component GI projects

• F.1: Extension of Bradfi eld Woods;
• F.2: Landscape character enhancements south of Bury St   
 Edmunds.
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ACTION ZONE G: ANCIENT FARMLAND
VISION: 

The historic landscape character of ancient fi eld boundaries defi ned 
by hedges, small settlements and village greens, ancient woods and 
medieval deer parks is conserved and enhanced.  The dense network 
of rights of way is well maintained with new links created to provide 
local access in areas of defi ciency and improve connections to the 
small villages and Key Service Centres of Kedington, Wickhambrook 
and Clare, and into intervening tributary valleys of the River Stour.  
The Thetford to Stour Valley Green Corridor is a key route in 
this zone.  Areas of ancient woodland are conserved and actively 
managed and connected through new woodland creation to form 
multi functional woodland corridors through the landscape.  To the 
north of Haverhill the washlands of the River Stour provide fl ood 
management, biodiversity, and low key recreational functions for the 
expanding town.

Potential component GI projects

• G.1: Restoration of historic fi eld boundary patterns;
• G.2: Restoration of historic village greens;
• G.3: Enhancement of wooded character north of Hundon.

GREEN CORRIDORS

In addition, a number of strategic Green Corridors have been 
identifi ed.  These have been planned to enhance existing routes and 
improve linkages between existing and proposed green infrastructure 
resources, to defi ne a borough-wide network of multifunctional 
corridors for the movement of people and wildlife.  Although 
the Green Corridors will support the vision of each zone for 
enhancement and restoration, their function will focus on providing 

green routes for informal recreation and commuting, and in many 
cases, an interpretive trail of cultural, social, historical and natural 
heritage.  The Green Corridors are as follows:

• 1 and 1.1 Thetford to Stour Valley Green     
 Corridor (including projects 1.2: Lark Valley Green    
 Corridor, 1.3: Riverside path to the Linnet Valley and   
 1.4: Enhancement of existing paths and bridleways to the   
 River Glem);
• 2 and 2.1 Black Bourn Valley Green Corridor;
• 3 and 3.1 St Edmund Way to Bradfi eld Woods Green   
 Corridor;
• 4 and 4.1 Stour Brook Valley Green Corridor;
• 5 and 5.1 Little Ouse Green Corridor.
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Project D.2: Creation of the Bury St Edmunds Green Corridor (local green 
links) – a well defined Level 2 shared use pathway for pedestrians, cyclists 
and horse-riders (where appropriate), which builds on existing footpaths and 
bridleways to provide a radial route around the town, linking several sites of 
interest.  

Project D.1: Potential site for a new community parkland (as suggested by 
stakeholders) to meet deliver significant biodiversity gains, improve access to 
semi-natural green space in northern Bury St Edmunds (currently deficient) and 
provide water management (i.e. capture and limit water flow through Bury St 
Edmunds).  

Project D.1: Alternative potential site for a new community parkland / nature 
reserve (British Sugar restoration site)

Key visual landmark (British Sugar factory)

Community allotments beside the River Lark

Opportunity for Level 2  green 
link along disused railway in 
River Lark Valley

Hardwick Heath

Nowton Park

Ickworth Park

Proposed St Edmundsbury Way to 
Bradfield Woods Green Corridor

Proposed Thetford - Stour Valley Greenway

Proposed Thetford to Stour 
Valley Greenway link between 
Bury St Edmunds and Ickworth 
Park, along the River Linnet 
(project C.2)

Woodland belts through residential suburbs 
- providing a landscape buffer and movement 
corridors for wildlife and people

Project D.5: Creation of ‘gateways’ into Bury St Edmunds at the A134/ 
Compiegne Way roundabout to promote the town as an attractive place 
to work and visit, with a clear sense of identity and of place, improve the 
relationship to its landscape setting.  

Project E.2: Enhance the wooded character south of Bury St Edmunds 
with new broad-leaved semi natural woodland grading into wet woodland, 
lowland meadow and floodplain grazing marsh habitat along the River Linnet 
and Lark.  This would enhance the setting of Ickworth Park, deliver significant 
biodiversity gains (increased connectivity of woodland) and assist with water 
management.  Also project D.8. Advance landscape planting.

Suffolk Country Club

Bury St Edmunds train station

Golf course

Project 1.2 requires improved links between 
Fornham St Martin and Bury St Edmunds (train 

station and town centre) along the River Lark Valley 

Rougham Airfield and museum - a key 
cultural landmark and historic asset
Abbey Gardens Precinct. Conserve views to 
abbey/cathedral ( noted by stakeholders).

Landscape enhancement

Key

GI OPPORTUNITY MAP 
FIGURE 7.2 BURY ST EDMUNDS

Potential new/improved ‘gateway’ site

Key town landmarks

Schools

Level 1 Green corridor

Level 2 Green corridor 

Potential new PRoWs

Existing greenspace
(PPG17 typologies)

Project D.11: No Man’s 
Meadows. Flood attenuation/
SUDS scheme

Project D.6: Creation of woodland planting 
along the A14 approaches to enhance 
landscape / townscape character and provide 
linear habitats to assist wildlife movements 
across the landscape for certain species.  

Project D.5/6: Creation 
of ‘gateways’ into Bury St 
Edmunds and woodland 

planting to enhance landscape 
/ townscape character

Opportunity for circular 
local links to link to 

existing green spaces, 
schools and countryside

Important GI to conserve

Wetland restoration and conservation

Proposed semi-natural greenspace 

Rev B

Woodland creation 

Project D.7: New wetland 
green space alongside River 
Lark and A134  

Project D.8: Advance landscape planting.

River

Project D.4: Notable opportunities to align new 
foot/cycle paths and bridleways with existing 

hedgerows and pine lines surrounding Hengrave 
Hall (sustainable manangement of shelterbelts 

noted by stakeholders).

Opportunity to bridge the A14 
(noted by stakeholders)

DETAILED GREEN INFRASTRUCTURE OPPORTUNITIES - BURY ST EDMUNDS
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Stour Brook

Stour Brook

Potential new community parkland

Biodiversity enhancement along 
green corridors (i.e. new planting)

Key

GI OPPORTUNITY MAP 
FIGURE 7.3 HAVERHILL

Potential new/improved ‘gateway’ site

Key town landmarks

Schools

Level 1 Green corridor

Level 2 Green corridor

Existing greenspace
(PPG17 typologies)

Notable Existing woodland 
(as noted by stakeholders)

Project E.2: Opportunity to 
improve ‘gateway’ into Haverhill 

at the ‘Spirit Of Enterprise’ 
roundabout 

This area should focus on conserving  and 
enhancing the network of woodland and 

hedgerows, (as noted by stakeholders)

This area should focus on conserving  and 
enhancing the pre-18th Century landscape 

pattern with hedgerows along fields (as 
noted by stakeholders)

Opportunity for creation of 
species-rich grassland along 

the south-facing embankments 
of the A1017 bypass road, at 

the base of woodland belts, to 
improve biodiversity (as noted by 

stakeholders)

Puddle Brook playing fields

Stour Brook 
Green Corridor 

will upgrade 
existing access 
along a disused 

railway, linking to 
Harcamlow Way

Project E.2: Opportunity to improve ‘gateway’ 
into Haverhill at A1017/Rowley Hill roundabout

East Town Park

Stour Valley Path

Woodland planting alongside perimeter roads in 
new housing extensions in north Haverhill

Project E.5: Opportunity for a new community 
parkland to the north of Haverhill at old exhibition 
site (noted during stakeholder consultation), to 
meet current deficiencies and provide a district-
scale (ANGST) accessible green space for potential 
new housing developments on the northern 
settlement edge.  

Green corridors should be multi-functional and enhance 
biodiversity in conjunction with improvements in access.  

Signage along the Stour Brook Green Corridor will 
assist in providing an interpretive trail of cultural, social, 

historical and natural heritage, enhancing the valley’s 
amenity, recreation and education value.

Opportunity for a new green corridor along 
a disused railway to provide ‘green travel’ link 
between Haverhill and Great Yeldham

Opportunity for combination of circular 
routes and linear routes (for cyclists and 
pedestrians) using existing footpaths to 
promote and support ‘green travel’ between 
Haverhill and surrounding villages.

The dense network of woodland, hedgerows and 
veteran trees to the north and east of Haverhill 
should be conserved (noted during stakeholder 
consultation)  Any new parkland should respond 
to/reflect this well-treed framework.   (Project 
E.3: Green Corridor fingers). Also Project E.7.

The Meldham Washlands (E.1) site should continue to 
function as an important flood management green space - 
however there are opportunities to deliver significant additional 
biodiversity gains through creation of wet woodland, wetland 
ponds, and reed beds.  There are also opportunities to enhance 
the existing access through interpretive signage, natural play 
areas and furniture in ‘flood safe’ areas.  

Potential new PRoW
(as noted by stakeholders)

Project E.4: Enhance woodland 
planting along A1017 bypass to 
improve harsh settlement edge

River

Rev A

Landscape enhancement

DETAILED GREEN INFRASTRUCTURE OPPORTUNITIES - HAVERHILL
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TAKING GI FORWARD
The full Green Infrastructure Strategy report has undertaken 
a prioritisation exercise, evaluating the green infrastructure 
projects against green infrastructure functions, need and demand 
and satisfaction of high level policy objectives, balanced against 
consideration of capital and revenue costs and logistical constraints 
to achievement.  The following projects were shortlisted for delivery 
to 2021:

• Project C.1: Improvements to Lark Valley Path;
• Project D.1: A community parkland for Bury St Edmunds;
• Project D.2: Bury St Edmunds local green links (radial route);
• Project D.7: Wetland green space corridor to the River Lark;
• Project E.5: A community parkland for Haverhill;
• Projects D.8 and E.7: Advance planting for development;
• Project  F.1: Extension to Bradfi eld Woods.

In addition a number of the green corridors identifi ed on the Proposed 
Green Infrastructure Network were also identifi ed, including the 
Thetford to Stour Valley Green Corridor, the Little Ouse Green 
Corridor, the Stour Brook Valley Green Corridor, and a number of 
more local links.

NEXT STEPS

A separate Green Infrastructure Information Pack has been prepared, 
providing design guidance to developers and stakeholders delivering 
green infrastructure across the borough, with specifi c reference to 
key GI projects in the strategy.

In terms of practical delivery of GI, two options are recommended 
for consideration by St Edmundsbury Borough Council, these are: 

• Appointment of a dedicated Green Infrastructure Delivery  
 Offi cer, subject to available resources, or 
• Convene a green infrastructure advisory and delivery   
 group, consisting of offi cers from St Edmundsbury Borough  
 Council, representatives from Natural England, Environment  
 Agency, the Suffolk Wildlife Trust, the Brecks Partnership,   
 Stour Valley/Dedham Vale and Suffolk County Council.

The rich GI resource of St Edmundsbury Borough


